POPULATION                           in

brother, leads in many cases to a man having more than one wife, and
the Bhils usually have two wives. At the Census of 1901 there were
in Rajputana, among all'religions taken together, 1,046 wives to every
1,000 husbands; and the statistics show that polygamy is far more
common among the Jains, Hindus, and Ammists than among the
Musalmans, and that it is most prevalent in the western States. On
the other hand, there must have been many married men who were
temporarily absent from their homes and had left their wives behind
them.

The principal language is Rajasthani, which is spoken by no less
than 7,035,093 persons, or more than 72 per cent, of the total popula-
tion. Omitting minor local differences, there are at least sixteen real
dialects, which fall into four main groups; namely, Marwari, Jaipur!,
Mewati, and MalwL By far the most important is Marwari, which
has its home in Western Rajputana, is spoken by 4,276,514 inhabitants,
and has representatives all over India. It has many varieties, of which
the best known are the Thall of the desert, the Mewari of Udaipur
State, the Bagr! of north-east Bikaner, and the Shekhawati of north-
west Jaipur. Jaipur! may be taken as representing the dialects of
Eastern and South-Eastern Rajputana, of which it and Haraoti are
the chief; it is spoken by 2,118,767 of the inhabitants. Mewati (or
Bighota) is the dialect of Rajasthani which most nearly approaches
Western Hindi, and in Alwar merges into Braj Bhasha; it is the
language of 478,756 persons, living almost entirely in Alwar and
Bharatpur, the country of the Meos. The head-quarters of Malwi are
in the Malwa country, and it is spoken by over 160,000 persons, chiefly
in Jhalawar, Kotah, and Partabgarh. When mixed with Marwari forms,
it is called Rangr! and is spoken by Rajputs. Among other languages
common in Rajputana are two dialects of Western Hindi, namely Braj
Bhasha and Hindustani (i.e. Urdu); and there are, of course, several
Bhil dialects in the south, all based on Gujarat!, but forming a con-
necting link between it and Rajasthani.

Among castes and tribes, the most numerous are the Brahmans,
Jats, Mahajans, Chamars, Rajputs, Minas, Gujars, Bhils, Malis, and
Balais.

The Brahmans number 1,012,396 or 10-4 per cent, of the popula-
tion. They are found everywhere, but are proportionately strongest
in Jaipur (over 13 per cent.), Karauli, Dholpur, and Bikaner. Their
principal divisions are Daima, Gaur, Kanaujia, Paliwal, Purohit, Push-
karna, Saraswat (Sarsut), and Srimal; and their chief occupations are
priestly duties, trade, State or private service, and agriculture. Many
of them hold lar;d rent free.

The Jats (845,909, or 8-7 per cent, of the population) were very
widely established all over North-Western Rajputana when the now